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I say hello to everybody in this hall and you all are welcome to the 3rd International Conference of the 
Linguistic Association of Pakistan in Karachi. I owe many thanks to all of our invited speakers and guests 
who accepted our invitation and have made it possible to participate in ICLAP 2017. It is a matter of great 
pleasure for me to be part of this great gathering and feel very much honored for being on the rostrum 
to address you, the honorable faculty and students of language and linguistics, language scholars, 
humanists and social scientists from across the country as well as from abroad. Taking this opportunity I 
will briefly touch upon three points in my talk. One is introducing academic linguistic organizations of 
Pakistan to you, the 2nd is reporting you the activities of the Linguistic Association of Pakistan being carried 
out currently and intended to be carried out in near future in Pakistan and the 3rd point is suggesting you 
the possible options of cooperation at different levels that could help expedite building of linguistic 
resources and development of language technologies in Pakistan.  
 
History of the linguistic associations in Pakistan starts back in 1960s when the Linguistic Research Group 
of Pakistan was established by Prof. Dr. Anwar Shabnam Dil. That group organized two conferences on 
linguistics and published their proceedings alongside some other items on language and linguistics. This 
group, however, disintegrated in a few years. Later in 1980s the then faculty of the English Department 
at Bahauddin Zakaraiya University in Multan geared up to found the Linguistic Association of Pakistan. 
The association started publishing its annual research journal with the name of Pakistan Journal of 
Language.  The association also could keep continuing its activities only for some years and then went 
dormant due to managerial and financial problems. After a long pause, in 2014 the enthusiastic linguists 
of the country concurred to revive the Linguistic Association of Pakistan and to make it more active than 
ever before. They mustered up their energies to hold an international conference of the association each 
year at the departments of language and linguistics of the reputed institutes of Pakistan.  
 
To promote different subfields of linguistics, especially of applied nature, several other organizations have 
also been established in conjunction with the Linguistic Association of Pakistan. They could be taken as 
LAP’s daughter organizations or LAP’s concomitant organizations. I would just mention their names as 
they by themselves describe their nature and objectives. 1: Pakistan Association for Lexicology and 
Lexicography, shortly called as PakLex, 2:  Pakistan Association for Developing Formal Grammars shortly 
called as PakGram, 3: Pakistan Association for Interpreting and Translation Studies, abbreviated as PAITS, 
4: Pakistan Association for Inducing Corpus- Oriented Research, shortly called as PAICOR and 5: Pakistan 
Association for Maintaining and Preserving Indigenous Languages also known as PAMPIL.  
 



In addition to the LAP and its concomitant organizations some other linguistic organizations are also active 
in the country. For example, Society for Natural Language Processing of Pakistan has been executing a 
variety of projects on computing and processing of Pakistani languages and has been organizing biannual 
conferences on language and technology in different cities of Pakistan.   Other example is the Forum for 
Language Initiatives, FLI, which has long been striving for documenting and preserving endangered 
languages of Pakistan. 
  
Now coming to the activities of the Linguistic Association Pakistan, the association has been successfully 
organizing its annual international conference on language and linguistics since 2015 in cooperation with 
the language and linguistic academic units at reputed higher educational institutes of the country. First 
International Conference of the Linguistic Association of Pakistan was held at the Department of English 
at Kinnaird College for Women in Lahore in 2015. The Institute of Languages at the University of the Punjab 
in Lahore hosted the 2nd International Conference of the Linguistic Association of Pakistan in 2016 and 
now in 2017 the Humanities Department of the NED University of Engineering and Technology is hosting 
the 3rd International Conference of the Linguistic Association of Pakistan. These conferences are playing 
important role in making people understand the breadth and depth of many linguistic fields and 
encouraging students of language to choose their career in linguistics.  

The association is mulling over and planning to start 4 more useful activities in near future. Firstly the 
association has the plan to publish its newsletter so that the linguistic community could stay abreast of 
the latest developments on language and linguistics in the country. Secondly, to support publishing of 
linguistic research work produced across the county, the association would launch its annual research 
journal. Thirdly the association has the plan to organize summer schools on different topics of linguistics 
each year in different parts of the country in which the established experts of different fields of linguistics 
would train budding scholars and students of linguistics to excel in their fields of interest.  

The fourth important activity that the association intends to bring under its umbrella is the organization 
of the National Linguistics Olympiad in Pakistan. Many of you might be aware of the International 
Linguistics Olympiad which is one of 12 International Science Olympiads for secondary school students and 
has been held annually since 2003. Each year, teams of young linguists from around the world gather and 
test their minds against the world's toughest puzzles in language and linguistics. Different countries 
participate in the International Linguistics Olympiad by sending 1-2 teams of four contestants each. The 
methods of choosing these contestants and composing the teams differ from country to country; in most 
cases a country's contestants are chosen from the winners of their National Linguistics Olympiad. In 
Pakistan such Olympiad has been organized by a group of people in previous years. The association 
intends to extend its cooperation for better organization of the National Linguistics Olympiad in Pakistan. 

Now the 3rd main point of my talk that is how to efficiently put efforts in building linguistic resources and 
developing language technologies in the country. A variety of linguistic resources are developed for better 
learning and understanding of a language and to help build language technologies which facilitate the 
process of communication between human and human, and between human and machine. In recent 
years the technology giants like Microsoft, Google and Facebook have improved their language 
technologies to a great extent by utilizing huge volumes of linguistic data and employing state of the art 
methods of deep leaning.  Their developed systems for speech recognition and machine translation, for 
example, are being claimed to be so much efficient that they have achieved almost human parity for some 
advanced languages. The revolution in language technology has made the communication between 



human and machine perfectly possible and people can now send voice commands to their phones and 
computers. 

Lexicons, dictionaries, word-nets, corpora and tree-banks are the significant linguistic resources for any 
language in the modern age. Mostly these resources are built with the aid of computers. The theoretical 
linguists want such resources to analyze a language from different perspectives and to endorse or refute 
linguistic theories and the language engineers want to utilize them to develop advanced language 
applications and technologies. It is very hard for traditional linguists to create and utilize such resources 
without any training of using computers to store and analyze data. Computer scientists also can’t create 
such resources without any basic training in the field of linguistics. In Pakistan there is a dearth of linguistic 
resources and language technologies as compared with our neighboring countries. And a very small 
number of people are trained in the field of computational linguistics, an interdisciplinary field giving 
exposure to both linguistics and computer science. The need for cooperation between traditional 
language scholars and linguists on the one hand and computer scientists and computational linguists on 
the other hand is acute to synergize their efforts in creating linguistic resources.  

The cooperation could be between departments at an institute or across the institutes. The participating 
departments would be the departments of language and linguistics on one hand and departments of 
computer science and software engineering on the other hand. Students of language departments, for 
example, could be allowed to take some selected courses designed especially for them in the computer 
science department and vice versa. Faculty members from both kind of departments could jointly prepare 
proposals of language projects and could jointly execute them if the same get approved for funding.  Other 
type of cooperation could be made at the level of academic linguistic associations. They could, for 
example, co-locate their events either in sequence or in parallel or even one event within the other event. 
This will make the exposure of the attendees of the events vast and give them opportunity to learn from 
each other. It would give them also the opportunity to locate potential people they could work with. 

This practice has already been started from the previous year. The Pakistan Association for Lexicology and 
Lexicography and the Pakistan Association for Interpreting and Translation Studies framed their events 
within the 2nd International Conference of the Linguistic Association of Pakistan in Lahore. This year also 
the Pakistan Association for Inducing Corpus-Oriented Research has framed its workshop within ICLAP 
2017.  This workshop will take place tomorrow. Last year on the occasion of the 6th International 
Conference on Language and Technology in Lahore, Prof. Dr. Sarmad Hussain had extended the idea that 
in future the SNLP’s event on language and technology could be co-located with the ICLAP event. 

In addition to the co-located events, some special workshops could also be designed and conducted to 
bring linguists and computer scientists on the same page so that both become able to work together for 
creating and utilizing linguistic resources. The linguistic resources and the technologies built upon them 
will help promote inter-cultural communication within the linguistically diverse Pakistan and also with 
other nations globally. This is very important for nation building and societal development.  

In the end I would like to thank the organizing committee of ICLAP 2017, top administration of the NED 
University of Engineering and Technology and especially Prof. Dr. Sajida Zaki for organizing and hosting 
the ICLAP event at the NED University and I also thank to the program committee for making all good 
arrangements for the event.  

All of you, have a good time at ICLAP 2017 and thank you very much for your attention.   


